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10 stone Buddha statues−the 
principal Senju Kannon, three 
Buddhas of Shaka, three Buddhas 
of Yakushi, and three Buddhas 

of Amida−were nationally designated as a Special Historic Site in 
March 1954 and as Important Cultural Properties in June 1961 for 
their outstanding cra�smanship among Japan’s stone statues.   
�ese artistic, precious stone Buddha statues are known as the 
Cli�-carved Buddhas of the East, in contrast with Usuki Stone 
Buddhas of the West (Oita Prefecture).

Mt. Otome of Ooyaji Temple has a 
scenic view of natural, strangely 
shaped rocks and red pine trees. It 
is referred to as “Matsushima on 

land” and was nationally designated as a Place of Scenic Beauty 
(July 2006). It is the second Place of Scenic Beauty to be recognized 
in Tochigi Prefecture, a�er Kegon Falls in Nikko.

Mt. Otome and Keikan ParkMt. Otome and Keikan Park

*Mt. Otome seen from Keikan Park

*View of Ooyaji Temple and Mt. Otome

About Ooya Kannon (Senju Kannon)About Ooya Kannon (Senju Kannon)

Senju Kannon, which is 4 meters 
high is the principal statue of 
Ooyaji Temple. It is said to have 
been made by Kobo Daishi in 

the Heian period (year 810). Known as Ooya Kannon since the 
ancient times, it became the 19th sacred place of the Bando 
Pilgrimage in the Kamakura period and has been worshiped by 
many people. �e surface, carved directly into the rock, was coated 
with vermilion, �nely beauti�ed with clay, lacquered, and covered 
with gold leaf. It used to shine gold. Recent research revealed 
similarities between Ooya Kannon and the Buddhas of Bamiyan. It 
is believed to be Japan’s Silk Road and carved by Afghan monks.

Ooyaji Temple

“Ooya Kannon” Japan’s oldest stone Buddha statue“Ooya Kannon” Japan’s oldest stone Buddha statue

Ooyaji Temple has been Nationally designated Special Historic Site,
Important Cultural Property, Place of Scenic Beauty

19th Temple of the Bando Pilgrimage

Ooyaji Temple has been Nationally designated Special Historic Site,
Important Cultural Property, Place of Scenic Beauty

19th Temple of the Bando Pilgrimage

Nationally- designated Place 
of Scenic Beauty on par with 
Kegon Falls in Nikko

Finely carved stone Buddha 
statutes, known as the Cliff-
carved Buddhas of the East  

Senju Kannon, known as 
Japan’s Silk Road
Senju Kannon, known as 
Japan’s Silk Road
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